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            Dilbert, the pointy-haired boss, and Wally, the coffee drinking employee who tries to avoid work at all 
costs, are meeting over the annual Christmas party. The pointy-haired boss announces that the company 
Christmas party will be in January, because everyone is too busy in December. Wally responds: “I’m sure 
the almighty creator of the universe doesn’t mind that we do things on your schedule and not his. What 
could go wrong?” In the last frame, Dilbert says. “I hear thunder.” At one Christmas staff party here at Saint 
Odilia, someone said that he could not stay very long, because he had two other Christmas parties to get to 
that evening. Isn’t there something wrong when Christmas celebrations become simply another burden to 
endure?  Advent goes so quickly for everyone that there really is no time to prepare for Christmas spiritually 
is there? We just don’t have time for Advent in December! We’re already too busy! Is that...is that....thunder I 
hear?  

            If it isn’t thunder, it could be a spiritual alarum clock: "IT IS NOW THE HOUR FOR YOU TO WAKE 
FROM SLEEP... THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT, THE DAY DRAWS NEAR" from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
on the first Sunday of Advent; or those words from Matthew's Gospel, "STAY AWAKE, YOU CANNOT 
KNOW THE DAY YOUR LORD IS COMING... YOU MUST BE PREPARED... THE SON OF MAN IS COM-
ING AT THE TIME YOU LEAST EXPECT."  

            The readings and prayer and hymns–indeed the season of Advent itself–focuses on the two comings 
of Christ, the coming of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, in the incarnation and the return of Jesus Christ at the 
end of time as final judge and savor.  Advent begins as the old year ended announcing again the truth and 
urgency of the return of Christ in power and glory to usher in finally the full reign of God.  The selections 
from the Old Testament throughout the season, dominated by Isaiah, move us through all those readings 
important to the early Christian community for understanding what had happened among them.  In Jesus all 
the ancient prophecies were fulfilled, those prophesies of the coming of God to restore order to his es-
tranged, divided, hostile creation caused by sin.   

            What unites these two comings is the present moment.  We might very well fail to recognize the 
coming of Christ in the only place it makes any real difference to us: right now, here, in this place and time, 
in this favorable opportunity, in this God given season. We might very well fail to see Christ in the places we 
might least expect his presence: in our very ordinary lives, in the very ordinary people we meet and live and 
work with, in the poor who so desperately need our help, in his word which we hear so often, in the sacra-
ments we celebrate, in our prayer together.  

            The Apostle Paul had his list of things to do in this “inbetween time,” between the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem and his coming in glory on the clouds of heaven: lay aside all those works of darkness: reveling, 
drunkenness, debauchery, licentiousness, quarreling, and jealousy.  To these obvious ones, we can add our 
own. How about these: holding-off celebrating Christmas until the Christmas season, and not stopping the 
celebration on December 25. Or living our vocation more faithfully, as parents, as spouses, as family mem-
bers, teachers, students, members of this community of disciples. How about  complaining less or planning 
to give the gift of self along with the gifts we give; or forgiving those who need it and those who don’t de-
serve it; participating in the sacrament of reconciliation; taking the time to listen to another, to understand 
and to appreciate another; above all watching for God’s presence in most unlikely places, including our-
selves. Too busy? But this year we not only have four weeks of Advent, we have the rest of the New Year of 

Grace 2017.  Do you hear thunder?  I don’t either.   
 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

from our pastor 

           We’ve begun at last!  With this prayer at the formal groundbreaking on May 21 after the 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass, we started construction of the building expansion project we’ve been talking about for years.  I could have said 
“talked about for decades”.  The features of the current construction project were identified in 1995 as additions that 
would be useful for our mission of education and formation. That conversation continued when I arrived in 2007 with 
one committee of parishioners formed to decide how to use the land and buildings purchased from the Crosiers, 
founders of Saint Odilia parish, and another committee to formulate a master plan for the campus. We surveyed you, 
the parishioners, for ideas about what you would like to see happen in your parish. That in turn lead to hiring           
Station-19 Architects to help us make sense of all the great suggestions we received.  We presented the plan at sev-
eral town hall meetings.  The feedback we received sent us back to the drawing board to refine and simplify what 
was considered a too ambitious (and expensive) plan.   

 Just when we were about to take the next step with a revised plan, the Archdiocese called a moratorium on 
capital campaigns by parishes in order to launch one for the Archdiocese as a whole.  Two years later, they lifted the 
moratorium and we began once more.  In 2014 we hired Hal Johnson and Associates to conduct a feasibility study 
for us.  They determined that the parish was ready to support an expansion program, but again one that was still less 
costly.  After revising the plan once more, we hired the Steier Group in the Fall of 2015 to help us conduct a capital 
campaign for the project.  In this second year of the campaign, we have received commitments for almost five million 
($5.0M) of our $6.75M project.  These commitments include the use of parish funds in addition to the $3.45M re-
ceived in the form of pledges and gifts from over 1,100 parish households.  The Finance Council has approved an 
increase in parish debt that will be needed to fully fund our project.  However, we continue to seek pledges and gifts 
in order to reduce the total debt that will be needed. You are now about to see some results from these years of talk-
ing and planning.  

            There have been so many parishioners involved over the years that I cannot hope to name them all.  But I 
am grateful for their passionate concern for their parish.  It’s one of the things that distinguishes this parish from so 
many others.  Many of them have been involved in previous projects and campaigns, some from the very beginning 
of the parish.  My thanks go especially to Roger and Marlys Toogood and George and Carol Lang, the honorary 
chairs of the capital campaign for their unstinting support over the years of this project. I am grateful for the trustees 
who have served this parish throughout the years of conversation.  In the last four years, the current trustees, Grego-
ry Gerlach and Katie Boyle, have been intimately involved in nearly every aspect of the project.  

            The Building Committee has supervised all the details that go into the construction of a new building.  The 
chair of the committee was Jeff Hermes. Members include: Jim Foley (emeritus of many previous committees), Greg 
Gerlach (trustee), Larry Langer (our representative to the construction firm), Mary Nussbaum and Sara Russell 
(leaders of the design team), Russ Bertsch (representative from the Parish Leadership Council), Jean Nickman 
(representative from the Finance Council) and Jeanne Schaaf (parish administrator). Each of these, in turn, directed 
the work of another committee, the finance team, the design team, the construction team, the HVAC design team, 
and the like. Several parish staff members served on these committees as well.  Ramona Michaels is the develop-
ment coordinator for our fundraising efforts.  And over all, holding us all together and keeping us on task through the 
last months of many, many meetings, was Jeanne Schaaf, parish administrator.  I don’t know how we would be 
where we are now without her tireless efforts.  I’ve often thought that it’s a good thing we don’t have to pay her over-
time! 

            We are shortly going to begin to reach out to those of you who have not yet had the opportunity to contrib-
ute.  Will you help us with this exciting project?  Every contribution says in a way that cannot be mistaken: we are 
here to stay for generations to come! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Rask 

All-powerful and all-merciful Father, you have created all things through your Son 

and have made him the unshakable foundation of your kingdom. 

Through the gift of your eternal wisdom, grant that the undertaking we begin today 

for your glory and our own well-being may progress day by day to its successful completion. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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Building Our Vision 

A new and exciting chapter in the history of St. Odilia has begun!! On May 21, 2017, we 

celebrated and blessed the beginning of the expansion project that has been many years 

in the making. In recent weeks we’ve seen entrances closed, a playground dismantled, 

parking lots changed, construction fences erected and construction began. Signs of 

change and progress are all around us!  Our expansion plans began with a vision to support the growing needs of the St. 

Odilia community. These plans relate directly to enhancing our life together in worship, education, and building community 

by making our parish campus more inviting, more secure, and more accessible.  Our parish has responded with kindness 

and generosity. 
 

Many parishioners and staff members have led the way to this point through their work on various committees and teams to 

establish the vision for this project, create and implement a Capital Campaign, define the details of design, construction and 

financing, and most importantly, to pray for the success of the project along every step of the way.  The three-year capital 

campaign began in January, 2016, and has resulted in pledges and donations from over 1100 parishioner households. Our 

gratitude goes out to all of you! 

We have not yet reached our fundraising goal, so our campaign continues to reach out to parishioners to secure pledges 

and contributions. If you have not yet made a commitment to the project, please consider doing so. This parish is built up 

from the involvement, great and small, of so many, and this campaign is no different. Everyone’s support is needed. 

If you wish to support the future of your parish through the Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign, please con-

tact Ramona Michaels, Development Coordinator, at 651-415-3350 or capitalcampaign@stodilia.org. Pledge cards are also 

available in the entryway kiosks. You can also make a pledge or gift online by visiting our website at www.stodilia.org and 

clicking on the DONATE NOW button on the “Building Our Vision” announcement.  

 

Construction Update 

With construction underway, the 

South East Church entrance door 

(Door #4) and the North West 

School Entrance Door (Door #2) 

will remain closed. Additional 

handicapped parking spots in both 

the north and south parking lots 

have been added near the Main 

Church Entrance (Door #1) and 

South School Entrance (Door #3) 

which will remain open during con-

struction. Building is expected to 

continue through the 2017-18 

school year. All ministry work will 

continue throughout the building 

process. We appreciate your pa-

tience and understanding as things 

change during the time of con-

struction. 

 

mailto:capitalcampaign@stodilia.org
http://www.stodilia.org
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May 8, 2017 

First day of Construction! 

Above and at left: 

St. Odilia School Principal, Brian Ragatz (in 

the hard hat) welcomes families to the  

south school entrance at Door #3. 

Photos courtesy of  

Mark Bina. 

Right: A survey crew from Langer Construc-

tion begins their work at the site. 

Left: Fencing and a con-

struction trailer are now in 

place outside Door #2. 
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Stewardship of  Talent - ST. ODILIA NEEDS YOU! 

During the May 6-7 weekend Masses, you were invited to reflect on the personal wit-

ness parishioners provided at all of the weekend liturgies.  We heard their stories and 

what volunteering has done for their families and faith life.   

Gloria and Francisco de Meireles shared their 

experiences of being welcomed into our commu-

nity over 30 years ago.  Francisco, who was born in India and became a U.S. citi-

zen in 1986 reflected that, although a stranger in our community initially, he re-

ceived a warm welcome at St. Odilia and in turn, joined the Welcome Committee 

to extend that warmth to others.  Francisco and Gloria were married at St. Odilia 

30 years ago. Gloria reflected that, as children, they were taught to answer the call 

to serve and as their family grew, their children Victor and Camille shared their 

talents with our community as well.  Being involved in their parish is central to their 

lives and they are glad to be able to share their talents whether they are singing, 

working on a set for a play, or helping at the ACCW Convention, which was re-

cently held at St. Odilia.  Gloria currently serves as a member of the Executive 

Board of the CCW.  Both Gloria and Francisco have shared their gift of leadership 

by serving on our Pastoral Care Council and Francisco currently serves as a 

member of the Parish Leadership Council.  As members of our Ministry Area 

Councils, they have enjoyed working with other parishioners in a spirit of fellow-

ship to respond to the needs of others and to help chart the course for the future 

of our parish.  Francisco arrived at St. Odilia as an immigrant and after finding a lov-

ing and welcoming parish, he became a dedicated member of our parish and built a 

family with Gloria and their children as part of our parish family. 

You may recall that our Lenten theme in 2017 was, “Wherever you are on your journey, please join us for our Lenten 

renewal.” We’ve celebrated Holy Week and the Resurrection, and now is your opportunity to keep the Easter Season 

alive and continually renewed by building up the body of Christ – in prayer, praise and promise. 

On the 4
th
 Sunday of Easter, we recited Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.” Reflecting 

on these words of the psalmist, there are many wants and needs that must be addressed to keep all parish events and 

ministries running seamlessly. If each parishioner made at least one commitment, we 

would put the verses of Psalm 23 into visible action. 

Many events are year-around, and others, more specialized for brief periods of time.   

Everyone is needed and wanted at St. Odilia. You think you’re too old to volunteer?  

What about volunteering to be part of the Pastoral Care (#340) Prayer Line?  You don’t 

even need to leave your home and would be providing a most valuable service. Children 

are welcome and encouraged to assist their parents in most activities – what better way 

to learn stewardship as a way of life than participating with Mom and Dad as a helper?  

There’s a task for all.  This year, the Fall Festival will be a special challenge with our con-

struction project underway.  New ideas will be greatly valued and needed to meet that 

challenge.  Additional “Stewardship of Talent” forms are available in the parish office, the 

kiosks and on the parish website under the Stewardship tab. Please carefully consider 

how your service could make a difference in the life of our community. By being gener-

ous of heart, you can say with the psalmist, “Only goodness and kindness shall follow 

me all the days of my life.”    

Article by Stewardship Council Members: Kathy Langer and Vicki Simonsen. 

Francisco & Gloria DeMeireles 

Victor, Camille 
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A Note from the Chair: 

This is an exciting year for the St. Odilia Endowment 

Fund and I’m excited to be a part of it! My wife Annie and 

I are quite passionate about our involvement and membership in the Catholic Community of St. Odilia. So much so, that we 

decided to become benefactors of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund by including it in our estate plan. That action coupled 

with my background serving on church foundation/endowment boards led me to join the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Adviso-

ry Committee in 2015. I enjoyed working and collaborating with my fellow committee members so much that I accepted the 

invitation to become Chairperson of the committee in 2016. It is rewarding to work with other parishioners who have such a 

passion for this community and the future of our parish!  

This year, the St. Odilia Endowment Fund celebrates its’ 30
th
 year.  Since its inception, the St. Odilia Endowment Fund has 

become a sustainable source of income for our parish community. Contributions are invested, never spent, as only the 

earnings are used to support and enhance the ministries of the parish. Those who make a gift to the St. Odilia Endowment 

Fund can choose which ministries they would like to support by designating their contribution to one or more of the following 

ministry areas/sub-funds: Worship, Faith Formation, School, Pastoral Care, Social Justice, School and Faith Formation 

Scholarships, Capital needs, or the Undesignated sub-fund which allows for the allocation of funds to the areas deemed 

most needing support. To learn more about how distributions to these sub-funds have supported our parish ministries over 

the years, please read the following articles in this issue of the Messenger from the parish Worship and Faith Formation 

directors. If you would like to learn more about the St. Odilia Endowment Fund please contact me or Ramona Michaels at 

651 415-3350 or endowmentfund@stodilia.org. I invite you to join us as we celebrate the 30
th
 anniversary of the St. Odilia 

Endowment Fund! We welcome YOU! 

- Dan Hoffman, Chairperson of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee 

Two St. Odilia Ministries Receiving Support from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund  

St. Odilia Endowment Fund Helps Support Faith Formation 

by Brenda McClennan, Director of Youth Formation & Evangelization 
 

Over the years the Faith Formation Department has greatly benefit-

ted from generous support from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund.  

Distributions from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund designated to 

Faith Formation have been used to pay for High School mission 

trips, Family Faith speakers, Family Faith early childhood programs 

and service projects, CD/DVDs, materials for the Family Faith library, 

software, Family Faith Works pilot program, the Art Zannoni Adult 

Formation Series and funding for Extreme Faith camp. Enrichment 

materials for our classes have been purchased with these funds as 

well. Transportation costs are high for our summer programs and St. 

Odilia Endowment fund distributions have helped make them more 

manageable for our families, which result in higher participation for 

youth. We are grateful for the Faith Formation Scholarship Sub-Fund 

which provides financial assistance for 

children and teens for ongoing faith for-

mation and sacrament preparation. We 

are grateful for the financial support that 

the St. Odilia Endowment Fund and it’s 

contributors provide to the Faith For-

mation ministry. 

Students attend a Service Learning Evening called Family FaithWorks at St. Odilia. 
This program was funded the first year by an Endowment grant. 

Endowment Fund and Worship 

by Kim Albrecht, Director of Worship 
 

We are greatly blessed to have the St. Odilia Endowment 

Fund.  Worship is one of the many ministries to have bene-

fited from this wonderful gift.  Throughout the years, Wor-

ship has been able to purchase items that enhance our 

liturgies.  Because of donations to the St. Odilia Endow-

ment Fund, we have been able to purchase items for the 

church such as projectors, screens, carpet, a piano, 

shades for the clerestory windows, pedestals by the statue 

of Mary and a new Roman Missal.  Most recently, we im-

proved our lighting in the Music Area of the Worship Space, 

we replaced our hearing 

assistance devices and           

purchased the Little 

Books that we make avail-

able for Advent and Lent. 

This perpetual gift to the 

Worship Ministry allows 

us to provide materials 

and equipment that sup-

port inspirational, dynamic 

liturgy and music for our 

parish community.  I am 

very appreciative of those 

who recognize the Wor-

ship sub-fund when do-

nating to the St. Odilia 

Endowment Fund.   

mailto:endowmentfund@stodilia.org
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CSAF 2017 - We are getting closer to our parish goal!   
 

If you have not yet given your gift in support of the 17 Collective Ministries of this Archdiocese to the Catholic 
Services Appeal, please prayerfully consider God’s gifts in your life and consider making a pledge. Please 
remember that our parish also benefits.  We receive 25% of the dollars from your gifts to the CSAF if we reach 
our parish goal of $109,599.00.  As of March 9, 2017, the total for pledged donations is $97,439.04.  On be-
half of those served by the ministries and services funded by the Appeal, we thank you.   

 

Catholic Services Appeal Foundation 

Envelopes for the 2017 Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF) are available in the kiosk  
by the parish office.  Just drop it into the collection basket or  

visit http://www.csafspm.org/ and contribute online.   

Troop 9626 Eagle Scouts Honored 
On May 8, 2017 the following young men from St. Odilia Troop 9626 celebrated their Eagle Scout Court of Hon-

or: Dillon Adams, John Franklin, Ken Franklin, Alex Halseth, Chris Johnson, Braden O’Connor, Louie Shearon, 

and Nick Wallisch.   

Dillon Adams built a custom bench for the St. Odilia Musical Ministry sound and lights crew. John Franklin built a 

large outdoor storage box to be used by a local preschool program.  Ken Franklin made 30 fleece blankets to be 

used by residents of the Benedictine Health Center in New Brighton. Alex Halseth’s project was building a candy 

shop carnival game to be used at the St. Odilia Fall Festival. Chris Johnson’s project was to build ten Little Li-

braries, distribute them and stock them throughout the city of Shoreview. Braden O’Connor’s project consisted of 

building two bookshelves and a TV stand for the Families Moving Forward Resource Center. Louie Shearon and 

his team built a retaining wall for the St. Odilia Prayer Garden. Nick Wallish provided four cabinets for storing 

Ipods and headphones as part of the music therapy program at Lynblomsten Care Center in St. Paul.  Troop 626 

is part of the Catholic Community of Saint Odilia. Currently the troop has 68 scouts.  

A Note From Messenger Newsletter Editor - Barb Schaer-Mady 

I will be retiring from my administrative assistant position in the parish office at St. Odilia at the end of June.  

During my time at St. Odilia, I was privileged to join the ranks of the St. Odilia Messenger newsletter editors.  

This will be my last edition as editor and I want to thank all of the parishioners and staff members who contribut-

ed excellent articles and photos to each issue.  I also appreciated the proof-reading skills of Mary Holmes and 

the staff at Impressive Print for expertly coordinating the production and mailing of each publication.  It was truly 

a labor of love…. 

Faithfully, Barb Schaer-Mady 
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It’s time to start thinking about  

the St. Odilia 48th Annual 

Fall Festival  
 

A HUGE thank you to all of our outgoing Fall Festival leaders…. 

CHERRY TREE GAME: For two years Olivia Center ran our popular Cherry Tree game. Olivia 
brought new ideas for game prizes to the popular game during the last two years with a goal of 
making sure we had quality prizes. We especially thank Olivia for working so well with lots of 
elementary age and jr. high age kids who not only enjoy the game as a participant but want to 
participate as a volunteer too. Her high energy for being surrounded by lots and lots of kids 
throughout the weekend has been greatly appreciated. Are you our next Cherry Tree Game 
leader for the festival weekend? This is a great opportunity for a family or a family of two to help 
coordinate and organize. It is essential to have a leader or co-leaders for this game for this next 
year. This wonderful opportunity primarily is a festival weekend role only.  

ONION RING LEADERS: Who hasn’t enjoyed the famous onion rings at our Fall Festival for 
many years? Did you know the onion ring batter is homemade and is a secret recipe of which 
only the onion ring team is aware? Did you know that onion rings have been made and served 
at every St. Odilia Fall Festival? That would be 47 Fall Festivals!  We shout out a huge thank 
you to Mark and Marjean Reker and Mark and Nancy Bina. They and their team of volun-
teers, peeled, sliced, dipped, and fried onion rings for five years! They also took responsibility 
for frying the egg rolls. We will greatly miss the role they played in making sure we enjoyed 
these two items each year. It is time for new onion ring leaders to step up. Are you hearing the 
calling? A lot of fun is shared behind the fryers next to others who are working the grills and 

preparing all the delicious food we all enjoy. Mark and Mark are willing to do a transfer of knowledge to the next onion ring 
leaders and share the secret batter recipe. Please let us hear from you. Without a leader, the onion rings and egg rolls we 
have enjoyed for so many years will not be present at future festivals. 

SILENT AUCTION BASKET-MAKING: Judy Deppa Elan has helped to lead the Silent Auction 
Basket-making team for many years. She too needs to pass her creative talents on to someone 
else. Thank you to Judy for guiding  nine days of basket organizing, wrapping, and combining 
donated items to come up with baskets we all want to outbid the other on for the last five years. 
The Silent Auction is a highly profitable venue at our annual Fall Festival. Many people enjoy 
making the baskets.  However there does need to be a few point people in charge to help organ-
ize the process.  Please help us continue this wonderful tradition by being our next leader or co-
leader for creating and organizing the baskets by a variety of themes with 
donated items from parishioners and local businesses. 

PUBLICITY CHAIR: Thank you, Kathy Laur. Kathy has added her creative skills to our festival leader-
ship team by filling the role of Publicity Chair. Creative bulletin announcements, our festival flier, an ad 
in the Catholic Spirit and occasional Facebook  posts were ways that Kathy helped us promote the Fall 
Festival. We are grateful for her gifts of writing and design. The role of Publicity Chair is something you 
can do from the comforts of your home or wherever you and your laptop may be. Festival promotion is a 
must for our success June-August. Please join the team and help us promote festival 2017 with your 
unique gifts!                                                                                                                                           

FOOD CHAIR / BEVERAGE CHAIR: Jim Hermes, Food Chair and member of the 
Men’s Club gave the Fall Festival seven great years of service!  Whenever you asked Jim why he did 
this he always said,  “to help the parish make money”. Jim, being the “food guy” he is, brought many 
new ideas to our food menu. We have Jim to thank for introducing us to the pork chop on-a-stick, pulled 
pork sandwiches, sweet potato fries, fresh squeezed lemonade and many other favorites. Jim is really 
looking forward to helping with set-up, grilling alongside his fellow Men’s Club members and relaxing at 
the festival. Jim has kept detailed records he is willing to pass on to the next food leader(s).  In the past, 
the Food Chair has been a representative of the Men’s Club. It may be time to change that tradition. 
Please help us continue to offer our home-cooked food menu by being the next Food Chair. The Food 
Chair also organized beverage purchases. Because Jim evolved these two venues it really could use 
the help of a few leaders or co-leaders to manage food and the beverages (alcoholic and non-
alcoholic). Please consider being our next leader(s)! 
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A Message from the  

Fall Festival Leadership Team 
 

Our annual St. Odilia Fall Festival has been a part of this 

wonderful community for many years. While we don’t quite 

know what the 2017 Fall Festival will look like due to building 

construction progress, we do know there will be a festival.  

Like any group of volunteers there comes a time when peo-

ple decide it is time for them to step away and new leader-

ship to come forward.  Several leaders shared their gifts and 

expertise for many years. They shared their best with you and believed in the Fall Festival’s main purpose of 

community building with an added bonus of raising more than $55,000 annually. Help us continue these tradi-

tions, generate new ideas, and celebrate our faith community.  We need new leaders for these areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

Our St. Odilia Fall Festival can only continue with new energy and new leaders. Previous leaders will share their 

files, knowledge, and any tools they have developed along the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trish Brokman, Fall Festival Chair, will put you in touch with the outgoing chair or leader to learn more about the 

position and resources. Contact Trish at 612-743-9572 or pbrokman@comcast.net  

Fall Festival 

 Cherry Tree Game Leader 

 Onion Rings team 

 Food Chair 

 Beverages Chair 

 Publicity Chair 

 Silent Action Solicitation Chair 

 Silent Auction Basket Making Chair 

TAKE A CHANCE ON THE 2017  
FALL FESTIVAL QUILT 

 

Our parish quilters are busy constructing this year’s opportunity quilt, 
“Emerald City,” designed by quilt artist Colleen Wise. Her work may 
be seen at colleenwise.com. The quilt features the illusion of floating 
blocks. Chances to win our version of “Emerald City” will be sold be-
ginning at the ice cream social and will continue after selected Mass-
es in August and throughout the festival activities. Six chances for 
$5.00 or $1.00 apiece. 
 
We’ll also have a mini-quilt for raffle with chances priced at $0.50 
apiece. 

Join the fun!!  

mailto:pbrokman@comcast.net
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“Congratulations to the  

entire cast and crew of the 

parish musical who took us 

on a wonderful journey to 

the ‘Wizard of Oz’….” 

- Fr. Phil Rask 

Cast and Crew photos courtesy of 

Peg Brossart, Pegasus Photo. 
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Musical Ministry Update 

The St. Odilia Musical Ministry Committee would like to thank all who helped make the 
25

th 
anniversary production “The Wizard of OZ” a great success.  

 

Our audiences were inspired by the amazing performances, show-stopping dance num-
bers, and beautiful costumes and sets!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

As we prepare for another exciting musical ministry event, we will be announcing 
very soon the St. Odilia production for 2018 

We are currently awaiting approval from MTI on the rights and  
availability of another  
AWESOME MUSICAL!! 

Watch the bulletin for the big announcement. 
 

Mark these important dates on your calendar: 
 

Kick-off meeting will commence on Saturday, October 21, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. with auditions following later that 
morning and continuing through Monday evening, October 23, 2017, and Tuesday evening, October 24, 2017.    
We invite everyone in the parish community 4

th
 grade and older to audition. 

 
Performance dates are February 9-11, 2018, with a sneak peek performance on February 8, 2018. 

 
Other Notes: 
If you are interested in helping build and paint the sets, create props and costumes, or lending a hand in other 
areas such as lighting, costumes, ticket sales, publicity, hospitality or any behind the scenes fun, please contact 
Jerry Ruhland at: jmruhland3@gmail.com 

 
For additional information regarding auditions, see the church bulletin, St. Odilia website and Messenger as au-
dition dates draw near.  Questions can also be directed to Deb Darling at: 
djdarling@usfamily.net 

mailto:jmruhland3@gmail.com
mailto:djdarling@usfamily.net
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St. Odilia School Principal's Message 

From the May 2017 Knightly News 

 

Dear St. Odilia Families, 

On Friday, April 28, we hosted our 5th Annual BLOOM! Gala of Giving!  

After some serious reflecting on the event I learned a very important lesson about the St. Odilia community, other than the 

incredible generosity, you all surely know how to put the “fun” in fundraising! 

The final total for the evening and the Week of Wishes allowed us to net over $100,000!  That is incredible! Every penny of 

it will go back to our school and our kids! 

This year’s fundraising goal was to help develop and strengthen our academic programs by building and expanding our 

STREAM curriculum (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics). In addition to curriculum, we 

want to purchase technology to increase the students’ opportunities to apply what they learn, including robotics equipment 

and a 3D printer. We are also preparing for the expansion of our physical building and grounds to accommodate increased 

enrollment. BLOOM! funds will be used to prepare for moving the preschool playground and play area; making this space 

more secure. In addition, a portion of the proceeds will go towards increasing our capability to meet the needs of all learners 

through the purchase of new curriculum, instructional supplies, and fulfilling our teachers’ wish lists. 

The success of this annual event would not be possible without the leadership of our auction co-chairs: Abby Donohoo, An-

gie Donohoo, Jaclyn Davern, and Jen McCool! Their leadership and attention to detail were clearly evident throughout the 

planning and execution of this event. The night would not have been such a success without these four dedicated volun-

teers who worked tirelessly to help our school get better. Thank you! 

In addition, thank you to: Jolene Twombly for canvasing the community spreading the message and bringing in countless 

donations, Jennifer Baldwin for organizing class baskets, Alicia Bina for helping organize Great Gatherings, Sharon Greer 

for volunteering at another school’s auction and getting some parents from Faithful Shepherd to help us, Rachel Mauer for 

her organization of the Teacher Treasures, Cathy Jennisen for helping with acquisitions, Amy Twombly and Angela Drange 

for founding this event five years ago.  Catherine Steffen and Joelle Cognetta, our former chairs, thank you so much for 

helping make this event what it is today and for helping transition to a new group of leaders.  Kay Hannon, Lettie Barrett, 

Janet Margolis, and Margaret Gillian were a huge help in the school office and so many others who helped in so many 

ways, a big thank you! 

Of course the success of our fundraiser would not have been possible without donations and support from all of you! 

Whether you were bidding at home or at the event, you all made a difference. 

However, the revenue is not the only reason I consider the night a success. It was the people who attended; it was the 

smiles on people’s faces; it was the laughter; it was the video produced; and it was the enjoyment people had giving their 

time, energy, and personal resources to a great school that made it a success.  For all those who attended, volunteered, 

donated, and even prayed for the success of the event, thank you.  

You all are what makes this community great!  Let’s continue to work together and celebrate our successes! 

  

 

 

Brian Ragatz 

Principal 

“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch”…When they had done this they caught a great number of fish and 

their nets were tearing (Luke 5:4,6). 

How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Ps. 133:1)  
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CRETIN DERHAM HALL 

Devinn Chi 

Marie Evenson 

Nicholas Guzik 

 Zachary Jaunich 

Cherry Hope Jordan 

Carley McGovern 

Cecilia Shearon 

 

HILL-MURRAY 

Austin Cochran 

Amy Garibay 

Lorelai VanGuilder 

 

ST. PAUL CONSERVATORY FOR 

PERFORMING ARTISTS 

Sabyl Chi 

 

ST. AGNES 

Bella Ambrose 

Lauren Moeller 

Sebastian Stoss 

Olivia Yost 

 

 

MOUNDS VIEW 

Riley Bauer 

Peter Culp 

Morgan Dunleavy 

William Hegele 

Lucie Henrich 

Sterling Hills 

Kaja Holtz 

Madeline Jepko 

Eleanor O’Brien 

Hudson Prelgo 

Isabelle Schrab 

Sienna Wood 

 

TOTINO-GRACE 

Jessica Anderson 

William Bruggeman IV 

Charles Clysdale 

Grant Courtney 

Christine Duffy 

Abigail Embacher 

Drew Engel 

Ella Erickson 

Samuel Fretheim 

Stephen Golden 

TOTINO-GRACE (cont’d) 

Zachary Haas 

Nathaniel Herold 

Jeremy Hokanson 

Alaina Jesh 

Madison Junker 

Molly Kalthoff 

McFrances Mansarray 

Milton Massaquoi 

Andrew McCulloch 

Noah Nickman 

Felipe Nunez-Hilton 

Trenton Pehrson 

Neel Ramesh 

Abigail Sommers 

Luke Voorhees 

Kiley Wahlin 

Joshua Wlazlo 

Matthew Wlazlo 

Paul Wlazlo 

 

UNDECIDED 

Joseph Alt 

Will Brey 

 

Class of 2017 St. Odilia School Eighth Grade Graduates 

The Class of 2017 is a special group of young people who display a desire to grow in faith, leadership and 

Christian principles. 

They have accomplished much in their time here at St. Odilia Parish School and  

we wish them success. 

The Class of 2017 will be attending the following schools: 
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ONE CRITICAL STEP TO  

FEEDING STARVING CHILDREN 

by Michael Bronk 
 

On an early April morning, over 50 parishioners from our St. 

Odilia Community answered the call to feed my starving chil-

dren.  The volunteers reported to the Feed My Starving Chil-

dren Coon Rapids location to work the 9:30 to 11:30 shift.  

With so many willing workers, we represented nearly three-

fourths of that shift contingent. 

After a short introduction and briefing about the FMSC pro-

gram, we were shown short video clips of the life-saving ben-

efits of the food shipments.  This included pictures of Em-

manuel, a 2-year-old weighing only 9 pounds and so weak 

he struggled even to stand.  After a year of regular meals, he 

now weighs 22 pounds and is an active little boy.   

Then with brief task training, we were distributed across four 

work stations, or were deployed at the labelling tables or in 

the shipping warehouse.  In a matter of minutes things were 

rolling.  Individual packets containing enough food to feed six 

people were assembled.  This involved measuring the pro-

tein, soy, dried vegetables and rice into 

plastic bags, which were then heat 

sealed and packed into cartons of 18.  

Shouts went out each time a station filled 

a box.  You should have heard the cacophony when the 

teams got into their rhythm.  The remainder of the two-hour 

shift sped by.  In the end, we packed close to 18 thousand 

meals. 

On this day, the food was destined for Belize.  FMSC also 

regularly sends shipments to many other countries in Central 

America, such as Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Domini-

can Republic, and Haiti, and 28 countries in Africa including 

Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, Sudan, Somalia, and seven 

Asian countries as well as places on other continents. 

Among these are the poorest countries in the world. 

We left with a sense of accomplishment and benevolence 

knowing we fulfilled an important step in feeding some of the 

world’s truly starving children.  If you know someone who 

was there, ask him/her about his/her experience.  This may 

be something you will want to try.   

The Pastoral Council thanks the many volunteers who made 

this activity a huge success.  Thank you for helping us serve.  

Please watch the Bulletin for future packing events.  

Pastoral Care and Social Justice  

Understanding and Coping with Grief and Loss 

On Thursday, April 27, speaker Tony 

Del Percio, Bradshaw Funeral Homes 

Grief Counselor and Grief Center Direc-

tor, shared the insight and wisdom he 

has gained in three decades of coun-

seling those who have suffered a signif-

icant loss. Drawing on his own experi-

ence as well as current best practice, 

Tony helped those gathered better un-

derstand the many aspects involved in the process of grief 

that are a natural response to loss.   

He also offered recommendations for dealing with loss in 

healthier ways as well as supporting friends and family who 

are suffering in the aftermath of the loss of a loved one.  The 

Pastoral Care Council sponsored the event as part of their 

mission to seek opportunities to connect, serve and support 

others in the community by extending fellowship, compassion 

and encouragement.  Although the topics covered were in-

deed serious, Tony’s ability to connect with the audience 

through sharing his own stories as well as a healthy sense of 

humor, made the message both personal and relevant.  And 

ultimately that message focused on hope, and the healing 

that God often brings through our own actions and the com-

passion we extend to others in supporting them.  
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The Early History of Feminism and Abortion 

by Pat Benham, Respect Life Committee 

It might be time for a reminder about the roots of feminism and our 
early feminist leaders.  If you rely on the media or listen to modern 
day revisionist “feminists” or pay attention to the exclusion of prolife 
women at the Women’s March, you might get the impression that 
unrestricted access to abortion is a basic tenet of feminism.   

It is not. Not by a long shot.  In fact, without known exception, the 
early feminist foremothers staunchly opposed abortion.  Their core 
feminist values of nondiscrimination, nonviolence and justice for all 
are violated by abortion.   

The public statements of many early champions of women's rights in 
the U.S. make clear their opposition to abortion. One of America’s 
earliest founding mothers was Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  While she is 
best known for helping to abolish slavery and giving women the right 
to vote, she also opposed abortion.  She referred to abortion as 
"infanticide" and wrote, "When we consider that women are treated 
as property, it is degrading to women that we should treat our chil-
dren as property to be disposed of as we see fit." She also stated, "I 
deplore the horrible crime of child murder...No matter what the mo-
tive, love of ease, or a desire to save from suffering the unborn inno-
cent, the woman is awfully guilty who commits the deed...but oh! 
thrice guilty is he who drove her to the desperation which impelled 
her to the crime."  

Susan B. Anthony's newsletter, The Revolution, made this claim: 
"When a woman destroys the life of her unborn child, it is a sign 
that, by education or circumstances, she has been greatly wronged."  

Early feminists understood that, much like today, many women re-
sort to abortion not because it is a “choice,” but because they are 
abandoned or coerced by boyfriends or husbands who are unwilling 
to face up their responsibilities… or even by parents. Sometimes 
they lack the financial resources to have a have a child without 
needed support.   The early feminists sought to address the root 
causes that drive women to abortion and to gain legal protection 
from abortion.   

First-wave feminist Victoria Woodhull, the first female candidate for 
president, wrote: "Every woman knows that if she were free, she 
would never bear an unwished-for child, nor think of murdering one 
before its birth." And Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman to receive 
a medical degree in the U.S., wrote: "The gross perversion and de-
struction of motherhood by the abortionist filled me with indignation, 
and awakened active antagonism." Alice Paul, who drafted the origi-
nal version of the Equal Rights Amendment, referred to abortion as 
"the ultimate exploitation of women."   

Feminism is by its original definition the advocacy for women to 
achieve equal political, economic, personal, and social rights. This 
includes the right to vote, hold public office, receive an education, 
own property, earn fair wages or equal pay, or enter into contracts.  

So how did feminism get hijacked by the pro-abortion movement? 

It was not until the mid 1960’s when the second wave of feminism 
began with abortion activists and the founding of NOW, the National 
Organization of Women and NARAL Pro-choice America.  This was 
the beginning of the link between feminism and abortion rights.  
Planned Parenthood (the largest abortion provider with more than 
7,000,000 million fetal deaths to its “credit”) has certainly taken the 
lead on promoting the idea that women’s rights and abortion rights 
are mutually inclusive. The third-wave feminism that began in 1990’s 
continues to hail abortion rights as a key component of and, in fact, 
a litmus test for, feminism.  Witness the recent controversy over 
feminism playing out in the media pertaining to the Women’s March 
and the exclusion of pro-life groups.  

Fortunately, pro-life feminism is deeply rooted in our history and pro-
life feminists will not be defined or sidelined by those who would 
exclude us.  We are pro-life and pro-woman.  

One such organization that epitomizes the best of feminism is Femi-
nists for Life. Established in 1972, it is a nonsectarian, nonpartisan, 
grassroots organization that seeks real solutions to the challenges 
women face. Their efforts are shaped by the core feminist values of 
justice, nondiscrimination, and nonviolence. This is the link to their 
website that offers much information and practical support. Below is 
a description of their vision.  http://www.feministsforlife.org 

Our Vision 

Feminists for Life is a renaissance of the original American femi-
nism. Like Susan B. Anthony and other early American suffragists, 
today’s pro-life feminists envision a better world in which no woman 
would be driven by desperation to abortion: 

 A world in which pregnancy, motherhood, and birthmotherhood 

are accepted and supported. 

 Campuses and workplaces that support mothers in practical 

ways and do not force them to choose between their education 
or career plans and their children. 

 A society that supports the role of mothers, values the role of 

fathers, and helps parents provide both financial and emotional 
support for their children. 

 A culture in which parents are respected, whether they decide 

to stay at home or return to work. 

“Sweeter even than to have had the joy of caring for children of 
my own has it been to me to help bring about a better state of 
things for mothers generally, so that their unborn little ones 

could not be willed away from them.”       

–Susan B. Anthony 

“Women Deserve Better” means before and after birth. 

 

Interested in more information? Here are several resources used for 
this article and other useful links. 

 Prolife Feminism, Yesterday & Today by Mare Krane Derr and 

Linda Naranjo-Huebl, Edited by Rachel MacNair 

 A newer group is called the New Wave Feminism.  This organi-

zation subscribes to the Consistent Life Ethic and states, “ It's a 
belief that all human beings should be free from violence for the 
duration of their lifetime. That means we're anti-war, anti-death 
penalty, anti-torture; and we extend this philosophy to our earli-
est moments of existence by also being anti-abortion.”   https://
www.newwavefeminists.com/about 

 How the New Feminist Resistance Leaves Out American Wom-
en By LAUREN ENRIQUEZFEB. 27, 2017 https://
www.nytimes.com/2017/02/27/opinion/how-the-new-feminist-
resistance-leaves-out-american-women.html 

 Susan B Anthony https://www.sba-list.org 

 Pro-choice feminists can't take women's rights hostage.         

BY BRIDGET JACK JEFFRIES, OPINION CONTRIBUTOR -
 01/21/17 07:21 AM EST http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/
civil-rights/315435-this-feminist-stands-against-pro-choice-
captivity-of-womens 

 
 

Respect Life Committee 

http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/letters-to-the-editor/2010/12/27/like-sarah-palin-early-feminists-were-pro-life
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/04/victoria-woodhull-first-woman-presidential-candidate-116828
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/letters-to-the-editor/2010/12/27/like-sarah-palin-early-feminists-were-pro-life
https://archive.org/details/pioneerworkinop00blacgoog
http://www.feministsforlife.org
https://www.newwavefeminists.com/about
https://www.newwavefeminists.com/about
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/27/opinion/how-the-new-feminist-resistance-leaves-out-american-women.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/27/opinion/how-the-new-feminist-resistance-leaves-out-american-women.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/27/opinion/how-the-new-feminist-resistance-leaves-out-american-women.html
https://www.sba-list.org
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/civil-rights/315435-this-feminist-stands-against-pro-choice-captivity-of-womens
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/civil-rights/315435-this-feminist-stands-against-pro-choice-captivity-of-womens
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/civil-rights/315435-this-feminist-stands-against-pro-choice-captivity-of-womens
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Faith Formation Registration for 2017-18 is Online Now! 

Start thinking now about the next year’s Faith Formation programs  for your children and teens.  Spring 
registration helps us build stronger programs.  

Online registration and payment for next fall’s Faith Formation programs has just begun! 

Click on the Registration links on the St. Odilia website to register 
your children. 

 Sunday School - age 3 through Kindergarten  

 Elementary Family Faith-Grades K-5 

 Middle School Faith Formation Grades 6-7 

 Confirmation Grade 8 and above 

Information about the programs can be found on our website  
www.stodilia.org 

On Wednesday, April 19, families 

packed meals at Feed My Starving 

Children during a Family Faith 

Works evening. 

 

Confirmation students helped in the effort. 

The Kath family pitching in. 

 

http://www.stodilia.org
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

2017 MAKER FUN FACTORY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

by Janet Etten - VBS Director 

Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming this summer on July 24-28, 2017!  

What is VBS?  Well it is the event of the summer for any kids at St. Odilia!  The music, 

games, crafts, snacks and fun are a fantastic way to spend a week of the summer learning 

more about God.  It is Monday - Friday from 9:15-12:15 each day.  You will see lots of friends 

and meet all sorts of new ones!  It is the perfect community event! 

Music is one of the amazing parts of this summer program!  The CD that each family receives 

with registration often becomes the “Go To” music in the family vehicle for the coming year!  This music will get your kids 

focused on the lessons and our theme this year, Maker Fun Factory!  What is that?  Well, it’s a world where curious kids be-

come hands-on inventors who discover that they are lovingly crafted by God!  All 32 crews of children gather in the courtyard 

at the beginning of each day to learn about the Bible Story, Bible Point and a couple of songs.  The kids then travel to sta-

tions where they learn more about God and His love for us. Snack time is included for everyone!  Then more music, prayer, 

stations and fun follows. 

Thank you to the entire St. Odilia Catholic Community for your support of this exciting program.  It is wonderful to have so 

many families invite grandchildren, friends and neighbors to participate in this week and share the love of God.  It is some-

thing they can share about the faith community of St. Odilia in a unique and special way.  Please know that participants do 

NOT need to belong to St. Odilia to attend this amazing week of fun.  All are welcome!   

How to Register: Registration is online through www.stodilia.org.  Our main VBS program is for kids entering Kindergarten 

– Grade 5.  We also have a separate preschool program for 4 year olds.  Most of our Knight Watch and Wee Saints friends 

join in the fun as well.  Youth Volunteers entering grade 6-12 are needed to run this event!  Forms for these volunteers are 

also online.   

How to Volunteer: Adult volunteers are also needed each day. If you are interested in meeting more people at St. Odilia, 

this is the way to do it!  If you are not yet Virtus approved, a class will be here in the summer!  Contact Janet Etten for more 

information at 651-415-3330 or etten@stodilia.org.   

VBS Memories from 2016 

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:etten@stodilia.org
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Robert Arndt 

Tyler Arndt 

Chase Ballinger 

Liam Berlien 

Waylon Black 

Henry Braun 

Chloe Brogger 

Cooper Buckley 

Olive Caulfield 

Anne Cavanaugh 

Jack Christensen 

Ella Clark  

Ilsa Claseman 

Kyla Cmiel 

Lilly Coffey 

Adrianna Cognetta 

Alexis Cook 

Gabriel Corbo 

Christian Danielski  

Vincent Danielski  

Maren Day 

Reese Demeny 

Paige Downey 

Elizabeth Drange 

Russell Eck 

Addison Elliott 

Alexander Erding 

Nina Erickson 

Joseph Fink 

Elliott Fuglsby 

Brooke Gabel 

Grace Hagen  

Caitlin Hanford 

Dominic Hartzell 

Evan Haryn 

Elliot Haryn 

Breckin Hauenstein 

Brock Held 

Giovanna Heller-Lopez 

Carmen Hernandez  

Myah Hoeschen 

Mckenna Hoffman 

Jack Holmes 

Alexander Isabel 

Bennett  Jarvi 

Noelle Jaszewski 

Andrea Jesh 

Preston Johnson 

Dylan Johnson 

Violet Johnson 

Tanner Jude 

Anna Kolasa 

Grant LaMontagne 

Mason Leiter 

Sarah Lillemo 

Hope Lillemo 

Kaylie Lindquist 

Carter Ling 

Benjamin Ling 

Jacob Litecky  

Luke Lobanoff 

Kellyann Manning 

Leah Marchek 

Myra Massaquoi  

Lauren Mauer 

Grace McCord 

Aidan McDonnell 

Patrick McDonnell 

Maksimilijan Medved 

Isaac Miller 

Macallan Murphy 

Graham Newlander 

Ryan O'Connell 

Alexander Olson 

Katelyn Peterson 

Caden Prussing 

Evan Pundsack 

Abigail Rice 

Sienna Roncari 

Andrew Russek 

Gavin Rustad 

Wyatt Ruzichka  

Oliver Samuelson 

Grace Schuette 

Emily Segler 

Anna Snustad 

Brielle Soler 

Alicia Stangler 

Ely Steffen 

Mackenzie Stevens 

Emma Stupar 

Joselina Tanata 

Madilyn Tracy 

Coen Wallraff 

Cecilia Wefel  

Emerson White 

Jonathan Wilkinson 

Denali Zelensky 

Anabelle Zurbay 

First Eucharist 2017 

We congratulate the 98 children who received First Eucharist at St. Odilia on the weekends of April 29 through May 7, 2017  

During the Easter Season 98 of our young members received the 

Holy Eucharist for the first time!     

We pray that they will grow into maturity as ambassadors of God’s 

love as they “become what they eat”! 

Kevin Scroggins 

Second Grade Teacher 

Coordinator of First Eucharist 
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Youth Faith Formation 

Emmaus Changes for the Summer 

If you saw the previous issue of the Messenger, you may have read about our 

new youth program on Sundays, “Emmaus Nights.” One of the features we liked about 

Emmaus (among others) was how it was centered around Mass. So once we hit the 

“summer schedule” (meaning no more 6:00 p.m. Mass for a few months) Emmaus will 

be changing too! 

Emmaus Summer will keep the focus on small group time, worship and prayer, and 

building relationships with peers and with Christ. But with a changed schedule, we’re 

also including some of the “fan favorite” summer games we’ve done in past years! 

Each of these Sunday nights will kick off with a big game outside – to take advantage 

of the weather while we have it – before moving into the more traditional Emmaus ele-

ments. 

These aren’t traditional sports or games, either, each has a creative twist! We’ll have 

slip-n-slide kickball, “wax museum” flashlight tag, and a “water wars” night, among oth-

ers. Check our website or e-mail Scott Kieffer for details on a specific week’s game! 

Sundays, 6:00 – 9:00 PM  

June 4, June 25, July 23, July 30, Aug. 6, Aug. 20, Aug. 27 

St. Odilia Sp.R.Ed. Program Wraps Up  

the 2016-2017 Year 

by Jon Heyer, Special Religious Ed. Coordinator 

It has truly been a blessing to me to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program again 

this year. I am excited for the program to start up again in September. We 

have 50-60 participants in this program for special education adults. Our 

registrations have even increased a bit this year. 

Our evenings begin with some singing of simple worship songs, followed 

by a short teaching, based on a story from scripture. We then have a cou-

ple of craft projects tied to the theme of the evening.  After a snack, we 

close with song, prayer, and social time.  We have a wonderful group of 

committed volunteers who help with this ministry. If you would like to join 

our volunteers group, please let me know!  

If you know of a special needs adult who would benefit from this program, 

please send me an e-mail with their information at: heyer@stodilia.org.  I 

wanted to share pictures from our year end party, that featured bingo,  

pizza, and even some dancing! 

 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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Registration is still open for our summer youth programs! With more time during summer break, these programs involve 

more fun, more talks and faith growth, more service, and more time for youth to bond with their peers. 

Summer Fest 

July 9-12 (Sun - Wed) High School Camp 
July 13-16 (Thurs - Sun) Middle School Camp 
 
Summer Festival is not just an insanely fun summer camp (though we can't overstate 

how fun it is) - the camp also features some of the best Christian speakers and music in 

the country! We stay on Gustavus' college campus (enjoying their award-winning food), 

and every day includes awesome worship, great morning and evening speakers, some 

of the best small group discussions you'll find anywhere, and a ton of crazy camp games (like huge water fights, a 4-story 

water slide, campus-wide night games, hilarious improv and skits, and the spectacular "Messy Fight"). Seriously, this will be 

the best week of your year! 

“VBS” After Hours 

July 24-27 (Mon - Thurs) 12:30 - 5:00 PM     

VBS After Hours complements the existing VBS experience, and 

takes place directly after VBS ends each day! Instead of the 

teens working with children, VBS After Hours is designed directly 

for the middle school and high schoolers. We focus each day on 

two main goals: having as much crazy, memorable fun as possi-

ble, and developing the next generation of Christian Leaders! We 

got great feedback from our first year, that teens loved the goofy 

fun outside, really grew from the “leadership camp” part, and en-

joyed making friends and working with the upper-class high 

school leaders! 

Summer Stretch  

Wednesdays, 8 AM– 4:30 PM (June 28, July 19, July 26, Aug. 2, Aug. 9) 

Summer Stretch is an awesome five-week program for middle school and high school students. 

Every Wednesday we meet as a large group to do service together, pray and laugh together, 

and spend our afternoons at great "fun sites" like Grand Slam, Bunker Beach, the zoo and of 

course, the final full-day at Valley Fair! It's a good mix of faith and fun, no matter your age. Mid-

dle schoolers are participants, high schoolers can apply to join as leaders. So have some fun 

and get some sun, while earning service and leadership experience! Registration began in 

March, teen leaders could apply then as well. 
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This coming school year (2017-2018) there will be a new ad-
dition to our Confirmation program, as we introduce a short 
(one afternoon) parent/child retreat to the schedule. This 
component is one that we've talked about for three years 
straight, and we are very excited to see it finally happening!  

I helped with parent/child retreats at my previous parish, and 
was amazed by how positive the response was - from both 
the parents attending and the adults who led it. And those 
parents are our main focus on the retreat, both for the par-
ents' sake and the sake of their child preparing to be Con-
firmed. 

See, the research supports what you might already assume - 
that parents' involvement in faith (or lack thereof) has more 
impact on a young person's faith that anything else can (even 
throughout his/her 20s). So if we want the things we focus on 
in youth ministry or faith formation to stick, it's vital for par-
ents to reinforce a strong faith life at home. 

So we aim to minister to those parents and engage them in 
their own faith, while helping them to engage their child with 
faith as well. Both are crucial, and both can be very difficult 
and daunting for parents - especially if their own experience 
of faith growing up was lacking (which unfortunately de-
scribes many of the parents we work with). Just about all par-
ents we work with would like their child to have a strong faith 
(which is why they are enrolled in Confirmation in the first 
place), but most aren't sure how they themselves can help 
that happen, especially if their own faith isn't that strong.  

Most of the parents we worked with at my previous parish 
had never had a retreat experience, had never been in faith-
based small groups before, some had never been to anything 
at church besides Mass. This meant they had never had any-
one talk to them person-to-person about faith, ask them for 
their opinion or thoughts on an issue, or answer their ques-
tions or doubts about faith. My guess is that for most people 
reading the Messenger, those kinds of conversations are fair-
ly routine. Can you imagine where your faith would be if you 
never got to talk about it or ask questions?  

Which is why, for many of the parents with whom we worked, 
the retreat changed their whole perspective on the church. 
They had never thought or believed that anyone in the 
church cared about them, or their faith, because in their ex-
perience, no one had ever taken the time to show that they 
cared. And we need to work to change that experience and 
perspective. Because if the Church didn't care about them, 
why should they care about it? If even the Church didn't care 
about their faith life, why should they? And why would they 
ever care about their child getting involved? 

If this sounds ambitious for a single afternoon; it is. But it’s a 
start, a very important one. And if you're thinking about now, 
"But Scott, there are so many ways for parents to get in-
volved already and have those faith conversations," you're 
right, there are. 

But this is part of the new evangelization: reaching out to 
people who are already in our pews and who might feel like 
no one has ever reached out to them before. It’s about start-

ing a conversation, a relationship, and hoping that the con-
versation and the relationship can continue beyond that after-
noon. That's relational ministry in a nutshell. 

And if we want to minister to our youth, we absolutely have to 
minister to our parents. 

The retreat isn't just about engaging the parents. We focus a 
lot on how any parent (of any involvement level) can work 
with their kids to help them in faith. All our talks are from a 
parent-to-parent perspective and not lectures. We aim to in-
vite, to ask questions, and to start a dialogue, and to offer our 
help and support however we can. We want parents to know 
that we share their goals for their (and our) kids, that we 
share their challenges too, and that most importantly, we 
want to work together on overcoming those challenges. 

If you're wondering why we are finally starting these now, 
when (as you might be able to tell from this article) I am so 
passionate about this... just thank our Adult Retreat Team. It 
takes a team of very dedicated adults who are familiar with 
retreats to run such an event, to engage parents with such 
lofty goals. And we are confident that the amazing Adult Re-
treat Team - new this current year - can help us finally offer 
this program for St. Odilia families. 

But if something in these goals stirs you to action, let us 
know!  It will take more than the seven adults of our Adult 
Retreat Team for this retreat to be a success. And it will take 
much more if we want to actually follow up on this first step, 
and fully engage our parents in parish life and in their faith. 
But wouldn't that be a great problem to solve together - too 
many parents (and their kids) trying to get involved? 

If you're a parent reading this by the way, the first question 
I've often been asked - no, this does not mean Confirmation 
fees are going up. We aren't charging anything extra for 
these afternoon Parent/Child Retreats, they will be added to 
the existing registration for our weekend-long student retreats 
(and the fee for those is staying the same, only now it covers 
two retreats!).  

The first of our two parent/child retreats this year will be on 
Saturday, August 26, 2017. Please pray for us as we embark 
on this new endeavor!  

- Scott Kieffer, Youth Ministry 6-12 and Evangelization 

 

Engaging our Parents with a Brand New Retreat! 

A New Addition to the St. Odilia Confirmation Program 
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Adult Faith Formation - Looking Ahead... 

 

Becoming a Catholic 

Do you know someone who is:  
• Thinking of becoming a Catholic?  
• Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?  
• Interested in serving as a sponsor?  
 

The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The first meetings are for inquiry – no 
strings attached, no need to have made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual formation and learn-
ing. The RCIA at St. Odilia meets on Wed. evenings, beginning in mid-September. Each inquirer is also assigned a parish-
ioner as a sponsor.    

Might this year be the “right time” to explore joining the Church?   

We’re also looking for potential sponsors – persons willing to attend the program sessions and accompany a seeker.         
No need to be a theologian or teacher – you only need to be a dialog partner and support person, willing to invest your time 
in this process. 

For further information or to register or volunteer, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, at 
651-415-3331 or arimond@stodilia.org. 

 

 

Our Muslim-Christian Bridge-Building Continues 

Last summer, we began to connect with our Muslim brothers and sisters of the Imam Husain Islamic Center, in Brooklyn 

Center.  On September 18, we hosted a number of their members at Sunday Mass and coffee and donuts afterwards – the 

conversations went on for almost two hours!  In April, Dr. Odeh Muhawesh came to St. Odilia and presented a program, “All 

About Islam,” which drew over 80 St. Odilia parishioners plus a group from the mosque.   Watch the bulletin for further op-

portunities to connect, to strengthen our understanding of each other’s beliefs and practices, and to find common ground. 

For further information, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, at 651-415-3331 or            

arimond@stodilia.org. 

 

Launching Soon – For Young Adults ages 18-35  

Volunteers needed! 

Young adults (age 18 – 35 or so) are a crucial segment of the life of any healthy community – but, like many churches both 

Catholic and Protestant, our connections to this part of our faith community are weaker than they could be.  This coming 

year, we hope to start changing that.  As this issue of The Messenger went to press, we were beginning to identify a core 

group of interested young adults, who will brainstorm ideas for our first activities for this age group.  Married and single in-

cluded.  If you, or some young adult you know, might be interested in being a part of this visioning group, please contact 

Lucy Arimond, arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331. 

mailto:arimond@stodilia.org
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We welcomed our Newest Members to the Catholic 

Faith at the Easter Vigil Mass on April 15, 2017 
Those received into the Church at the Easter Vigil, in the Rite of  

Christian Initiation of Adults 

Full Initiation: 

Our newly-baptized, Alicia Stangler and Dalphine Wilson, who also celebrated 

the sacrament of Confirmation and joined us at the table of the Eucharist.  

Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church: 

Patricia Jones and Thelma Wilson, baptized Christians who professed the Cath-

olic faith and celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist with us.  

Completion of Christian Initiation: 

Cinthia Amparo, Lindsey Amparo, Jaydon Lim and Sara Quinn, Catholics who 

completed their Christian initiation by celebrating the sacrament of Confirma-

tion. 

Great thanks to our RCIA Team, Tim Sommers and Mark Bauer, who weekly 

share their faith, give presentations, and mentor our candidates.   They have 

given hugely of their time and energy as an ongoing part of the RCIA process.  

Thanks also to the generous volunteers who assist with the “Break Open the 

Word” sessions when our candidates are blessed and sent forth from Mass: 

Mark and Tim (in addition to their Team duties), Dave Schuelke, and Pat 

Sheedy.   

We rejoice with our new members, pray for them as they continue their faith 

journey, and thank God for their presence in our midst. 
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St. Odilia CCW News Spring 2017 – Schmidt Receives Award from Pope Francis 

Busy hands and grateful hearts have kept the St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women (CCW) on the move over the 

past several months. In March over 50 people attended the “Chocolate, Cheese and Wine” meeting where cook-

book authors Eleanor Ostman and Solie Anderson shared their stories of life in the newspaper and catering 

world.  

In April, thanks to the loyal bake sale workers, over 60 dozen caramel and cinnamon rolls were baked and sold. 

Rolls, along with a variety of other baked goods, flew out the door on Palm Sunday weekend where the group 

earned funds that will be shared with the parish and community this summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Easter, the St. Odilia CCW group hosted 

the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women. 

Over 260 women from across the area enjoyed 

speakers and prayer during the two-day event. 

Highlights included Mass with Archbishop Heb-

da, accompanied by six other priests including 

our own Fathers Rask and Stiles, a dinner in the 

Courtyard and an awards ceremony and brunch 

celebrating Catholic laywomen. St Odilia parish-

ioner Florence Schmidt, the outgoing president 

of ACCW, was honored to receive an award 

from Pope Francis. The Pro ecclesia et Pon-

tifice, or Decoration of Honor, was established 

by Pope Leo XIII in 1888.  It is given for distin-

guished service to the church by lay people and clergy and is the highest medal that is awarded to the laity by the 

Pope. Congratulations, Florence!  

At the end of April, the group hosted the Spring Jewelry Sale. Thanks to the many shoppers and volunteers who 

made the event happen! As with other sales, the funds raised will be donated back to our parish and community. 

Watch for an article this fall with details on the donations that were made. The group finishes out their season in 

May with a Mass and potluck celebration.  There are many 2016-17 accomplishments to celebrate!  

Interested in being a part of this vibrant group? We welcome new members! Check out the “Get Involved” tab at 
www.stodilia.org or call Gloria at 651-483-2551.  

Bakers: 

Paul, Kim and Nathaniel Rowekamp 

Bake Sale Helpers 

ACCW President Florence Schmidt (and St. Odilia parishioner) 

accepting the Decoration of Honor award from Archbishop Hebda. 

http://www.stodilia.org
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

EDGAR GUERTIN, DECEMBER 7, 1931 - FEBRUARY 6, 2017 

Ed was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA., where he met and married his wife of 63 years, 

Dottie.  They moved to St. Paul, MN, at the very beginning of their life together, where he be-

gan his lifelong career at 3M Co., initially as an industrial engineer.  He served in the Army in 

Germany early in their marriage.  Ed worked for 3M, in many different management and di-

rector positions, and retired after 40 years, as a Division Vice President. 

On top of a very demanding work life, which he loved, Ed was always very actively involved 

in the lives of his eight kids – coaching soccer, leading Boy Scout troops, attending every sports and school 

event, as well as being involved in St. Odilia Church.  He was an extremely dedicated father, and husband.  He 

had the great misfortune of losing three of his eight kids, and one grandchild, in his lifetime. 

He lived and modeled a faithful life, where God and prayer were a priority.  He modeled that hard work was a giv-

en, but that family was even more important than that.  His support of his kids was a forgone conclusion – never 

a question.  

Ed greatly enjoyed golf, fishing, traveling and family get-togethers.  His wife and family were the most important 

things in life to him.  And he instilled the importance of family in all of his children, and grandchildren.  He was an 

amazing role-model for his kids, and will be lovingly remembered for being the best dad and grandpa any of us 

could ever have hoped for! 

Ed will be held tightly in the hearts of his wife, kids, twelve grandchildren and three great-grandchildren forever. 

MARY ANN FREY, FEBRUARY 8, 1932 - FEBRUARY 16, 2017 

Mary Ann Frey was born in St. Cloud, MN on February 8, 1932, to Paul and Bertha   

Koshiol. She graduated from Cathedral High in St. Cloud, MN. After high school, Mary 

Ann moved to St. Paul, attended Drews Business College and went to work for Marsh 

& Mclennan Insurance Agency where she met her husband, Richard (Dick) Frey.  Mary 

Ann and Dick were married on June 18, 1955, and were blessed with three children,  

David, Mike and Trish and four wonderful grandchildren,  Ryan, Katelyn, Peter and Eric. 

Mary Ann resided in Arden Hills for over 40 years. 

Some of the many activities Mary Ann loved were playing tennis and golfing, fishing, playing bridge and 

being a loyal Minnesota sports fan - especially the Vikings and Twins - even when they were not doing so 

well! She had a wonderful group of friends that she enjoyed these activities with along with her family. Go-

ing to the the Minnesota State Fair every year was a favorite tradition and she never missed a year, even 

being on oxygen and having to use a scooter due to her COPD. 

Being with her family was by far Mary Ann's favorite thing to do. Christmas Eve and the midnight Mass at St. 

Odilia were always a highlight of the year for Mary Ann.  She and her family would always get there very 

early to enjoy the beautiful music of Dan Perry and the choir. 

Mary Ann is greatly missed by her family and friends, but it brings them comfort knowing she has joined her 

husband Dick, son Mike, infant sons Timothy and Thomas, her parents, brothers, sisters and friends in 

heaven with our heavenly Father. 
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Welcome New Parishioners!   March 2017 — April 2017 

March 2017 
 

Bobby and Chrissy Christensen 
  Michael 
  Ella 
  Josie 
Christopher and Karen DeLaForest 
  Benjamin 
  William 
Paul and Lesley Downey 
  Paige 
  Claire 
Mark and Jeannette Eibensteriner 
  Garrett 
  Brittany 
  Bennett 
  Wyatt 
Eric and Lindsay Fort 
  Margaret 
  Henry 
Robert and Sarah Isabel 
  Taylor 
  Laurin 
  Alexander 

Julia Olson 
Dave and Erika Rustad 
  Gavin 
  Gabriella 
Virginia Rustad 
Beth Segler 
  Emily 
  Ava 
  Henry 
  Claire 
Marek and Heidi Siedlecki 
  Reese 
  Anniston 
  Corbin 
Curtis Smith and Ann Dasovich 
  Audrey 
  Marcus 
 
April 2017 
 

Aaron and Angie Demeny 
  Kate 
  Reese 
 

Ryan and Mary Caulfield 
  Riley 
  Olive 
  Hazel 
George and Cheryl Hernandez 
Laurence and Patricia McDonald 
Patrick McShane 
Grzegorz and Dianna Obrochta 
  Kevin 
  Justin 
  Casper 
Michael and Sheila Palermo 
  Giuseppe 
Logan and Andrea Patrick 
Robert Storrar and Dayna Schleppenbach 
John and Courtney Tracy 
  Kate Tracy 
  Madilyn Tracy 
  Brody Tracy 
Jeff and Anne White 
Noah and Jane Willkom 
  Bennett 
  Sascha 

"A Touching Tribute" to Saint Therese at St. Odilia 

The following article was reprinted with permission from “The Rose”, the Saint Therese Spring 2017 Newsletter 

One of Christian Stone’s favorite people was his grandma, 
Barb Stone. He looked forward to phone calls with Grandma 
Barb because it was hard living far away from her and Grand-
pa Jerry. She always made sure to ask Christian about 
school and how his sports were going. He was proud to 
share his accomplishments with Grandma Barb because she 
genuinely loved his updates.  
 

Grandma Barb and Grandpa Jerry loved having Christian and 
his family camp with them. They had a big camper where his 
family came together to enjoy Grandma Barb’s famous reci-
pes. She loved cooking. Christian never minded the six hour 
car ride they took from Illinois to northern Minnesota to see 
Grandma Barb and Grandpa Jerry. It was worth it.  
 

The only ride to Minnesota that Christian didn’t like was the 
last drive he took with his family to visit Grandma Barb while 
she was in hospice care at Saint Therese at St. Odilia. Chris-
tian’s mother, Wendie Stone, explained to her son this could 
be his final visit with Grandma Barb. 
 

“On our last visit, my dad and sister were very sad and crying 
a lot. The caregivers went over to my sister and hugged her. 
It showed how much they really cared,” Christian said.  
Unfortunately, Grandma Barb lost her courageous battle with 
cancer in July, 2016. 
  

Barb and Jerry Stone called Saint Therese at St. Odilia their 
home away from home for nine weeks. The Stones learned 
about the community a year earlier after a close friend select-
ed it for her end of life care. Barb was a resident in one of 
eight bedrooms at the home-like Shoreview community. Her 
care plan focused on maintaining ideal comfort levels as well 
as fulfilling psychological, social and spiritual needs.  
“It was an easy decision knowing [our friend’s] family had an 
excellent experience at Saint Therese at St. Odilia,” said 

Wendie. “The community and its 
wonderful staff brought us such 
comfort at one of the most difficult 
times in our lives.”  
Today, Christian is in the fifth grade 
at Saint Patrick Catholic School in 
Illinois. His class recently received 
an anonymous donation with the 
instructions that each student was to 
donate an equally divided portion to 
a charity of his or her choice. Chris-
tian’s decision was immediate. 
 

“I gave my donation to Saint 
Therese at St. Odilia because the 
caregivers there were so kind to my Grandma Barb and our 
entire family while we were visiting,” Christian said.  
From skilled nurses and caregivers to a relaxed family 
lounge, Saint Therese made sure Barb and her loved ones 
had everything they possibly needed. Because of his fond 
memories, Christian took it upon himself to ask his friends 
and classmates to consider Saint Therese at St. Odilia as 
recipient of their class donation portions. One of the friends 
Christian appealed to elected to include his donation with 
Christian’s. 
 

“Saint Therese took such good care of my grandma during 
the last few months of her life. I told my classmate, Devin 
Minarik, about Saint Therese and he also donated his por-
tion,” Christian said.  
 

Christian and Devin’s donation has gone directly to the com-
munity of Saint Therese at St. Odilia in honor of Grandma 
Barb. To learn more about tribute gifts, visit www. stthere-
semn.org/giving or call 952-283-2219. 

Christian Stone and 

Grandma Barb  
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 

Barb Schaer-Mady, Mary Holmes 

and staff consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Katie Boyle, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the FALL issue of The Messenger by 

Wednesday, August 2, 2017.  They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at the 

parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please de-

scribe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 

Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer 
to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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Annual Ice Cream Social  

Sunday, July 16, 2017 
Come celebrate the 10th annual Ice 

Cream Social at St. Odilia, on  
Sunday, July 16, 2:30-4:30 p.m.! 

Cool off with some delicious ice cream 
from Cold Stone Creamery. We will have 

music and a dance again this year. 
The celebration will be in the Courtyard. 

 
 

Guaranteed fun for all ages!   

A free will offering will be accepted. 

Celebrate St. Odilia!  


